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SUBJECT: NORTHWEST ISLAND INCIDENT 
REF: A STATE 167069 B SEOUL 5244 

1. AT APPROXIMATELY 0216 HOURS (LOCAL) JULY 12, THREE 
NORTH KOREAN FISHING BOATS ENTERED THE WATERS 
CONTIGUOUS TO PAENGNYONG DO, REACHING A POSITION ABOUT 
TWO MILES WEST OF THE ISLAND. AT APPROXIMATELY 0220 A 
NORTH KOREAN PATROL BOAT JOINED THE FISHING BOATS. 

2. ROK FORCES ON THE ISLAND FIRED 90 MM, 105 AND 

3 INCH HIGH EXPLOSIVE AND ILLUMINATION ROUNDS AS WARNING 
TO NORTHERN BOATS. NO DAMAGE TO BOATS REPORTED. ALL 
BOATS WITHDREW TO INTERNATONAL WATERS BY 0316 HOURS. 

TWO OTHER NORTH KOREAN BOATS WERE IN AREA BUT REMAINED 
OUTSIDE CONTIGUOUS WATERS. 

3. ROK PRESS QUOTES MND SPOKESMAN AS SAYING INTRUSION 
WAS DELIBERATE TEST OF VIGILANCE ROK DEFENSE FORCES 
ON ISLAND. HE WARNED THAT DEFENSE FORCES WOULD SINK 
VESSELS INVOLVED IN FUTURE "DELIBERATE ACTS OF PROVOCATION." 

4. THERE IS NO CONCRETE EVIDENCE TO SUGGEST THAT 
INTRUSION WAS DELIBERATE TEST, RATHER THAN ACCIDENTAL 
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KEY PROTEST THROUGH JOINT DUTY OFFICER, REPORTING TO 
NORTH CONTIGUOUS WATERS VIOLATION AND ASKING OTHER SIDE 
TO INVESTIGATE INCIDENT. 
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